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O my Soul, tome not thou into their Secret; unte 


their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united, | 


Tout was ts. 
Simeon and Levi are Bretbren; Inſtuments of cnu- 
elty are in their Habitationn. O my Soul, come nat 
tb̃bou into their ſeeret; unto. their Aſſembly, mine 
Honour, be not thou united: For in their Anger they ſlew 4 

- Man, and in their Self-will they digged down a Wall, Cur- 

| ſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, and their Wrath fon it 

_ was cruel: I wal divide them in jacob, and ſcatter them in 

Iſrael. 5 JG 
Theſe words expreſs in a very moving and lively 
manner the good Patriarch Jacob's juſt abhorrence and} 
dleteſtation of a Cruel and Barbarous Fact, with the 
moſt deliberate Malice contrivd, with the baſeſt Trea- 


chery carried on, and with the utmoſt Inhumanity ene 


cuted by his two Sons Simeon and Levi; Men every way 
Brethren; as nearly allied in temper, as in Birth; in 
their Diſpoſitions and Characters very much reſem- 
bling, but ſtill far out done by thoſe Regicides, wh, 
as upon this Day made themſelves. drunk with the 
dog of the Lord's Anointed. In the 24th Chapter of 
this Book of Geneſis, We have a particular Account 
of that Crime, which Jacob had in his view, when 
he utter'd theſe words; and it is impoſſible to conſider; 

it, with all its aggravating Circumſtances, withqut 
_* paſſing this Judgment upon the Perſons concern'd in its 

that they were Revengeful, Cruel, Implacable, Trea- 

cherous; Men, who had no regard to the Honour of 
their Country, and who proſtituted Religion, to the 
carrving on their wicked Purpoſes with the greater fas: 
cility and ſucceſs. An injury, it ſeems, had been done 
them by Secbem the Son of Hamor; and upon the firit; 
notice of it, without any demand of ſatisfaction = 


A 


Sand — 
between the 


Him, without any appeal to Authority for a legal re- 
drets, they enter into an haſty icfolizuan of avenging 
themſelves. Having thus made rucmicives Judges in 
their own cauſe; they pay no regard to the itat-d Rules 
of. juſtice; ngr.ob{erve any proportion 
he Iojury they have ſuffer'd, and the Puniſh 
ment they awatd, Nothing lets than 4 he blood of the 
Offender can atone for his Offence ; nay, Root and 
Branch, is their avow'd Principle, and for the ſin of 
Shechem an utter extirpation is decreed- againſt the 
whole Race of the Sheebemites. Ovyertures of an Ac- 
comadation, when offer d, ſeem'd to be accepted by 
them; but under the diſguiſe of a Treaty, they Pro- 
ſecute their revengeful purpoſes; and whilſt they ſpeak 
of Peace; they make themſelves ready for War. An 
Action thus foul and diſhonourable was ſure to be 
univerſally. deteſted;z/jand would in the Language 
of their Father, maße them fink amongſt the Inbabitants 
of the Land: But being paſt all Senſe of Shame, ha- 
ving ſhaken off all concern for the glory of their Na- 
tion, they obſtinately proceed in the perpretration of 
a Crime, which muſt unavoidably expoſe both them, _ 
and their Poſterity to the reproach and hatred of all 
ountries, and of all Ages. Bir to render their Vil- 
lany compleat, and to give it it's finiſhing ſtroke, a form 
of Godlineſs muſt be put on; They were the People of 
God, and could have no commerce with any who re- 


Fus d to enter into their Covenant: We cannot, ſay 


hey, do this thing to give qur Siſter to one that is uncircum- 
id: that had been a reproach to them, and a wound 

o their tender Conſciences: but this Hypocritical pre- 
ence of Zeal for the true Religion ſerv'd only for the 
better compaſſing their irreligious ends; and thoſe who 
rere ſo ſcrupulous of having any Affinity with ſuch 
is were Aliens to God's Covenant, made no other uſe 
df initiating them into the ſacred Rites of it, than fo 
Aurder them with the greater Security and diſpatch. 
By this Repreſentation ot the fact to Which Jacob here 


- A 2 - alludes; 


4 


w__ — wx — UHU— 


meaſures of deprav d Nature; and yet it may be af. 
firm d that their Crime, however extraordinary, both 
as to its kind, and its Degree, bears no proportion to 
the much greater Sin of thoſe unnatural, unparrallePd 
Martyr'd Sovereign was this day made a Sacrifice 
Cauſe as that of Simeon and Levi, it would not be ve- 


extenuation of their Crime; it — be pleaded, 
that they were under no ties of Subje 


jury done them was very heinous and provoking 
that the treatment, they had met with, was foul anc 


been poſſeſt with a Spirit lixe to that of the Demon 


E 
alludes, it appears that the Contrivers of it were Falſe, 
Violent, Ungodly, and Inhumane above the common 


and execrable Sons of Belial ro whoſe brutal Rage ou 
Were it proper to appear an Advocate in fo bad : 
ry difficult to find out ſome plauſible Colours for the 


ion to thoſe a 
gainſt whom they lifted up their hands; that the in 


inh«ſpitable; that the great Diſhonour brought upo! 
their Family was ſuch as might ſeem to juſtifie a mort 
than ordinary reſentment ; that their Blood was by 
ſuch a juſt Provocation put into an high ferment, anc 
that it was not yet cool'd, when in their Anger the) 
ſlew the Shechemites. But can thoſe who are unwillin 
to condemn, who are willing to excuſe, who are dall th 
ring enough to opplaud the fact of this day, offer an 
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one Shadow of an Argument to mitigate its guilt, off of 


to lefſen our deteſtation of it? Were the Kegicide fr 
provok'd to it by any unſufferable Injuries ? Or, werf Y 


they not by many repeated Acts of Royal Favour an all 
Clemency oblig'd ? Had there been any ground fofff 44 


their Complaints, yet how was Vengeance theirs ? off ” 
when had they Authority to repay it? Were they ndfff e 
under the ſtrongeſt ties of Nature, and of Religion, © th 
defend their Sovercign's Life even with the hazard q 1? 
their own ? Were they not bound to ſupport his Pet fic 
ſon, Crown and Dignity by ritereated "nn" Vow! Ez 
Engagements, Covenants and Proteſtations? and mu Fa 
not thoſe, who broke thro all theſe reſtraints ha © 


at 
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ack in the Goſpel, whom no ove could bind, no not with 
Chains, becauſe that he had been often bound with Fetter: 
and Chains, and the Chains bad been pluckt aſunder by 
bim, and the Fetters broken in pieces; neither could any one 
tame bim? It would be ſome abatement of their Sin, if 
we could ſay of them, what Jacob here charges upon 
his Sons, that in their Anger they flew a Man; but the 
Murder of this day was not the effect ofa ſudden and 
vehement Paſſion, but the reſult of long thought, ſe- 
date judgment, and mature Conſultation. How often 
J muſt Nature have ſtarted back from the thoughts of 
a Crime ſo inhumane, and fhocking? How often muſt 
a ſenſe of Duty, Awe and Reverence. have been a- 
wakn'd within their Breaſts! And how much miſpla- 
ced pains muſt they have taken, to lay ſuch motions 
aſleep! How often muſt they have heard the voice of 
forewarning, and felt the Terrors of an upbraiding 
Conſcience? With what force, with what Authority, 
muſt this Subſtitute of Gad in the Souls of Men have 
pleaded the Royal Cauſe! and with what Difficulty 
je were ſuch powerful Pleas over rubd! Did the word of 
in God furniſh theſe Men with plenty of Curſes, which 
¶ they thundered out upon occaſion againſt their Adver- 
$ faries? and could they in the mean time be forgetful 
off of all thoſe Threats of the Almighty, which are ſo 
idd frequently, and fo expreſly denounc'd againſt thoſe, 
whom God has given over to à rebate mind, being filÞd with 
all Unrighteouſneſs, Wicdedneſs, Maliciouſneſs ; 4 of Envy, 
Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity ; Diſobedient, Cove- 
an- Breakers, without natural Affection, Implacable Unmer-- 
ciful ? Were not theſe terrors of the Lord well known to 
them? and muſt they not have frequently ſet themſelves 
in array before them? and after ſo much time to con- 
fider ſo many Warnings to retreat, muſt not their 
Eyes neceſſarily be open'd to ie the Angel of the Lord 
ſcanding as it were in tho way with the Sword in bis hand 
to poſe them, becauſe their way was perverſe before him! 
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Thus complicated was the guilt: of theſe Sons of Vi- 

\ olence z in whoſe crimes we'night ſeem in ſome mea: 

ſure to partake, could we Hear, could we Speak, 


could we Think of em without an hearty Abhor- 


renence, and juſt Indignation. Amongſt the many | 


good cads for which this ſolemn Mcmorial Was by 
publick Authority at firſt appointed, is {till continu- 
ed, and will we hope for the terror of evil works be 
long preſet vd, this undoutedly was One, that as the 
Virtues and Graces of the Martyr were to be menti- 
on'd to his immortal Honour, fo the enormous Sin of 
his Murderers might be remembred to their Evetlaſt- 
ing Diſgrace. Fot tho! we may be told by ſome Men 
of pretenden moderation and temper, that it is now 
high time to lay aſide the remembrance of Crimes ſo 
long ago committed; that the Regicides have long ſiuce 
anſwer'd for this fact at the Bar of publick Juſtice, 
or at the Tribunal of God; and that it is not decent 
to implead them freſh, who have already undergone 


their tryal; Yer certain it is, that ſuch an Act of 


Oblivion, as is claim'd in their behalf, is neither due 
to 'em by the Laws of the Land, nor by the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. For, if to perpetuate the memory of in- 
famous Perſons and Actions were any ways unſuitable 


to a true Goſpel-temper, if it were any breach of 


Chriſtian Charity to brand Traitors and Unrigbteous 
Judges with an inde table mark of Ignominy, the names 
of Judas Iſeariot and Pontius Pilate had not ſtood recor- 
ded in thoſe Books, of which not ene jot or titt le ſhall 


pi til Heaven and Earth paſs away. A generous 


eal againſt Savage and Barbaraus Perſons, ſome 


Warmth of expreſfion upon the mention of Uncom- 
mon and Unnatural Crimes, ſeems not only warrant- 


ed, but even recommended to us by the Example of 
Jacob; He was juſt now expiring; and we cannot ſu- 


ſpect that in his laſt moments He was tranſported: by 


any Immoderate, or unſeemly Paſſion : He here gives 
us the Character of two of his Sons; and the fondneſs 
W. „„ „%%% a or ol 
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: Now if We would keep out of the reach of ſuch 


Curſes, as ate here denoun'd againſt Simeon and Levi, 
we mult take care to avoid the like Guilt; Nor muſt 
We be content barely to avoid it, but We mult be care 
fal that We make no approches towards it ; We mult 
not enter into any cloſe Familiarities with Men of their 
Character; We muſt ſtand off from 'em, for fear of 
being infected by em; We muſt often ſpeak ro our 
ſelves theſe inſtructive words of the Patriarch; O my 


Soul enter thou not into their ſecret ; with their Aſſemblies , | 


mine Honour, be not thou united. : 


The crying Sin of this Day had in all likelihood | 


never been committed, had the Caution here given 
been duly obſery'd ; had Perſons of the ſame Principles 
and Characters with Simeon and Levi found no Count- 


enance nor Encouragement from Men, whom we may 


ſuppoſe to have had different Intentions, and more juſtt- 
hable deſigns; had none engaged in any common Mea- 


ſures with them, bur thoſe to whom the whole My- 


ſtery of their Iniquity wasat firſt lain open. But Cha- 
rity inclines us to hope, and for the Honour of our. 
Nation We ſhould be diſpogd to believe, that with 


thoſe Rebellious Subjects, who imbrued themſelves in 


M4 


the Blood of their Sovereing, Some at the firſt ſat our. 


who were not from the beginning reſolv'd to go the 
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of 2 Father for his Children ſhould incline him rather 
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ſigns with Men of Il Principles and Scandalous Characters. 


they enter as it were into a League Offenſive and De- 
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o, for want of ſeeing far enough 
into the .conſequences of their Actions, were not ſuffi- 
ciently a ware, Whither they were going, and with Hai 
Whom they were engag d. The beſt uſe therefore we ſh 
can make of our FR-Gions upon the miſchievous G 
eſſects of ſuch a Conduct is to poſſeſs our ſelves ſtrong- oi 
ly with a firm perſuaſion of the Truth and Import- as 


ance of that Prudential Maxim, which is couch'd un-| ri 


der the words of my Text, that, Good and u mean 
Men owght to be very cautious how they join in publick d =S 


Good Men are not by the rules of Morality, or by 
the precepts of the Goſpel forbid all manner ot corre- 
ſpondence with all ſorts of Wicked Perſons. Where 
— ae probable hopes of making bad Men better, 
there Charity obliges the Good to converſe with em 


in order to tneir Refomation. Or where Good Men ff»; 


are in no danger of being corrupted by the Wicked, ic» 


there they are at liberty to converſe with *em without 110 


any impeachment of their Wiſdom or Goodneſs. Nor 


have the Worſt of Men ſuch a wide power of doing w 
miſchief to a Good Cauſe, as that their appearing in ja 


it ſhould make it unlawful or inex pedieut for Good G 


Men to promote it: what One purſues out of an ill Hal 
motive, the Other may proſecute with better purpoſe; M 


what One uſes unlawful means to compaſs, the Other Ith 


may endeavour to attain by ſuch as are warrantable. I be 


Bur tlie Agreement of Good and Bad Men is then 
miſchievous, and portends ill to the publick, when 
they act by joint Counſels, and concerted Meaſures ; | 
when there is athorongh Underſtanding, and mutual 
Confidence between em; when by aclofe and intimate 
Alliance they are form'd into one Band; when the 
Oppoſition, there is between them, Good and Bad 
Men, appears much leſs remarkable than their Con- 
cord, as united in One and the Same Cauſe; when 


ſenſive, ſo that all who are willing to come into this 
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Confederacy, whatever their Characters be To other 8 
regards, ſhall be lookt upon and embrac'd as Friends; 
ani all who ſtand out, without any other Demerit, 
ſhall be conſider'd and treated as Enemies. Nor 
Dus | Good and well-meaning Men ought to be yery cauti- 
g- ous, how they enter into ſuch an Union of Intereſts 
rt-| as this with Men of Ill Principles and Scandalous Cha- 
| 


1n- || rafters, for theſe two Reaſons. OE 
ing 1. Becauſe, by ſuch an Union they will bring a 
d «|| Scandal upon themſelves, and upon Religion, thro” 
. [they ſhould not concur in the worſt deſigns of thofe 
by Wicked Men with whom they unite. | „ 
re- 2. Becauſe, by ſach an Union they are in great dan- 
ere ger of being carried on to concur with ſuch Wicked _ 
er, Men in their very worſt deſigns. „ 
-m And firſt, By ſuch an Union they will bring a Scandal 
en pon themſelves, and upon Religion, tho they ſhould not con- 
d, ¶ cur in the worſt deſigns of thoſe Wicked Men, with whom 
"wn bey united. 3 SIR DD = _ 
or | Some Good Men ſeem to have entertain'd very 
nz wrong Notions concerning the value and advantages of 
in Ja fair Reputation. If they can approve themſelves to 
od God and to their own Conſciences, they are not at 
i Hall folicitous how they ſtand in the Opinion of the 
ſe; [World. But certain it is, that this indifference of 
er {theirs to their being Well or Ill ſpoken of is fo far from 
le. being commendable, that it is not unwarrantable and 
en dangerous; attended with many ill conſequences, and 
en highly prejudicial to the incereſt of Virtue, and R. Ut 
s; Iligion. The Goſpel of Chriſt is indeed mach more 
ial careful to provide for the pureity of our Hearts, and _ 
ue the ſincerity of our inward. intentions, than for the | 
he bare ſurface and external appearance of our Actions. 
ad But tho' we are by the Goſpel obligd to make the 7? 
n- Glory of God, and the approving our ſelves in His 
en Wight our firſt and chief aim, yet adue care of our own 
e- Eſteem and Reputation, as far as they may be ſub- 
Vis er vient to God's Glory, is alſo by the ſame Goſpel re 
Seng | PP 
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would to the Reputation of Men otherwiſe Good, tha 
too cloſe an intimacy with Perſon of Infamous anc 
Profligate Characters. Ir is ſo natural for all Kind 


ons and Principles, that it is generally lookt upor 
both as a Compendions and Sure way of forming: 


them; that, if Men will thro' Ignorance miſconſtrue 


there is no rraſon they ſhould be blam'd for other 


ſtruction; what Truth is in Words, that Goodneſs 
is in Actions; and as a down right Honeft Man will 
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our hands, as a ſtrict and indiſpenſable duty 10 


lowever therefore ſome Men may think it an ingo 


olrrogant, but Diſſolute Perſon. 


Now there is nothing that can give a more fatallf 


of Men to conſort with thoſe of their own Diſpoſiti 


right Judgment concerning atiy Perſons whom wr: 
would know, from their familiaritv with thoſe whom 
we do know ; where therefore the Union between Good 
and Bad Men is open and vilible, whilit the Bond 
which unites them, is ſecret and inviſible, moſt are 
apt haſtily to conciude, that there is no great difference 
berwcen 'em; but that the Former inwardly are as 
wicked, as the Others outwardly appear to be. Good 
Men may flatter themſelves that they are not reſpon- 
fible tor thele falſe judgments that are paſt aponſþn; 


their Actions, or thro Perverſeneſs miſrepreſent theme 


Mens Miſtakes or Predjudices. This is indeed a Plea,r 
which, where it is truly made, -ought to be readilyſho 


admitted; but which thoſe Men muſt nor hope teh 


reap the Benefit of, who by too familiar a Converſe 
with Perſons of looſe Principles and ill Manners take 
no care to prevent Miſtakes that are fo obvious, and 
to remove ſuch reaſonable Prejudices. Our Conduct e: 
as well as our Language, is capable of a double con- 
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ho ſpeaks them, but in their Senſe alſo who hear them, ſo a perfectly 


n in od Man will be equally concern d, that his Behaviour be right, not on- 
y un) n his own Opinion, but alſo in the eſteem of all who ſhall obſerve it, 
 WMhoſvever therefore enters into the ſecrets, and unites himſelf to the Aſo 
vhich mblies and Intereſts of Wicked Men, when he is aware of the Scandal of 
Ich an Alliance, is Jaſtly accountable to God and Man for all the miſchief 
FE dig f that Scandal, which is not only taken but given. What Opinion muſt 


of 


fatal 
tha 


mg Lookers on entertain, when they ſee the Profeſſors of Religion une- 
vally yok'd together with its declar'd Enemies! How unnatural, how 
nonſtrous muſt the Alliance be, when the clean are pair'd with the unclean ! 

or, what Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ! or what 
ommunion hath Light with Darkneſs, or what Concord hath Chriſt with 


anUſ-lial? or what part hath he that believeth with an Infidel? Can it be 
1ndMhboughr that Religious ends will be promoted, and Righteous porpoſes 

Oſiti Harried on by the Servants of Unrighteouſneſs? Will it not be a diſpa- 
Torff*8<ment to a good Cauſe, that the Champions of ir ſhould be thought 
POUR want the Concurrence of Wicked and Helliſh Inſtruments? Let there- 
ng Wore the endeavours of good and well deſigned Men to promote the honour 
WA Religion be never ſo ſincere; let their Lives and Converſations be in 


other reſpects never ſo Exemplary ; ; let them uſe all other means poſſible 
ent and ſupport they giye to Vice by ſuch an Union with Vicious Per- 
o Virtue, and to bring a greater diſhonour upon Religion, than the mg 
candalous Actions of the moſt notorious Sinners. | 

e a Some perhaps may think that ſeveral of thoſe who in the late times of 


onfuſion joyn d in an Intereſt contrary to that of the Royaliſt, where Per- 
ons who meant well, and who truly intended the publick. good; no Ene- 


igion. God alone knows their hearts, and it becomes not us to be too 


ih thſe Men, whom no exceſs of Charity will permit us to think well 


lea, of, has brought a laſting diſgrace upon their Memory, and a great diſho- 


dily our upon our Holy Religion. How hard has Poſterity found it ro diſtin- 


> toffuiſh:berween thoſe who are ſaid to have intended the Support, and thoſe. 


ſe ho are known to have procur d the Overthrow of our Engliſh Conſtituti- 
Erle 

on? How difficult is it at this diſtance to diſcern, who they were that de- 
ſign d to reform publick Abuſes, and who reſolv'd to overturn the eſta- 


and liſnment of Church and State? Common Fame has made little difference 
uct, bet ween thoſe who reſiſted, and thoſe who Murdered the King; and whilſt - 


on- Fey who pretended only to oppoſe theencroachments of Arbitrary Power, 
have been liſted under the ſame. colours with the enemies of regal govern- 
villen, it has not been eaſie for the generality of obſervers to find the diffe- 
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ake all poliible care Gat his Words be true, not only in his own Tenſe” 


o allure Mankind to the love and practice of Virtue, yet the encourage- $ 


ons as has been deſcribed, will in the Iſſue be found to do more diflervice 


res of our Conſtitution, but ſincere lovers of their Country, and affecti- 
nately zealous for the Liverrics of the People, and for the Purity of Re- 


orward in judging of their Intentions : But were their deſigns never ſo © 
her uocent, yet we have reaſon to lament, that thcir vnhappy Conjundtion 
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| * the Rebel. Nor has this ſuſpicious Conduct caſt a greater blemiſh upon 


the Charaders of Men profeſſing Religion than upon the honour of Re · 
en it ſelf; whilft pretenders to extraordinary Purity have acted inf. 
onjundtion with notorious Rebels, Religion has been miſunderſtood as if 
ir were too much a Friend, or at leaſt not enough an Enemy te Faction 
aud Rebelhon ; and becauſe Seditious and Traiterous practices have been 
Wh - carried on vader the form of Godlineſs, ſame running into a contrary} 
extreme have thought they couid nor ſufficiently ſhew their diflike to Se- 
dition without laying aſide all appearance of Piety ; and for fear of being - 
rankt with Hypocrites, have choſe rather to be numbred with the Pro- 
" phane. By theſe means a great Reproach has been brought upon Religi- 
on in general, and greater ſtill upon the Reform'd ; That it is lawful to C 
depoſe and Murder Princes, was a Doctrine hererofore thought peculiar to N 
the Church of Rome, to proteſt againſt that Doctrine, amongſt other a- 
bominations of that Church, was the deſign and glory of the Reformati- * 
an : How great a Scandal therefore muſt thoſe Men have brought upon p. 
the Proreilant Religion, who at the ſame time that they profeſs d a more 


; q than ordinary Zeal againſt Popery. gave too much countenance to ſome 5 
it of the worlt Principles, of the worſt Men, of the worſt Church in the | 
5 World, in its worſt and moſt corrupted State? From this great Scan- „ 
dal our holy Religion had been free, had all. choſe Men, who we would C 
5 hope were truly in its latereſt, taken ſufficient care to keep a' due __ 
5 Aiſtance from the Councels and Meaſures of ſuch as had no Kkeligion; had 1 
* they not by uniting with their Aſſemblies, and engaging too far with * 
\' them, given us a plain proof, how neceſſary it is that good an A well-mean- 9 
ane ang Men ſhould be nicely cautious how they joyn in publick defigns with 8 
065 Mex of Ill Principles and Scandalous Characters; leaſt by ſuch an Union hy 
5 they bring a Scandal upon themſelves and upon Religion rho” they do not be 
concur in the worſt deligns of thoſe Wicked Men with whom they are uhi- 10 
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A ſecond reaſon for this caution is, becauſe by ſach an Union they are 
in great danger of being carried on to concur with ſuch Wicked Men in fi 


their very worſt d ſigns. | . | 4 
lit When Good Men are embark't with Bad, they lic under this great dif- 0 
hl _ advantages that the intentions of the one are open and manifeſt, while 4 


tie deſigns of the other lie hid, and under ground. Little Skill is requi- 
red to know whar the foi mer aim at; but there is need of more penetra- 
tion, than falls to the ſhare of every good Man, to dive into the intricate 
Coancels of the latter, Were wicked Men fo ill advis'd as to diſplay the 
whole Scheme of their flagitious purpoſes at one view, none but ſuch as 
vere equally wicked with themſelves would come into it: in order there- 
tore to draw in Men of better intentions, ſuch pernicious ends muſt be 


uduſttiouſiy kept our of their ſight, and they muſt be let iato the main 3 
| Soret, by leiſurely ſteps and infenhble Degrees. Now whilſt good Men «. 
7 ate uahappily prevail'd upon to go hand in hand with the wicked, and are 1 
g nor ſuficienrly aware whither their Companions. are bent, it is no won. f 
i der tha: being thus blindcd, they are too eaſily led out of the way. And _ 
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they are the more liable to be thus practis d upon by ſuch as lie in w 
deceive, becauſe their own plainneſs and integrity makes them ungpr to 
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uſpe& others of Artifice and Doubling ; for an honeſt Simplicity of attirg 


by the Rules of Uprightneſs, and an happy Dexterity in finding our the 


wiles of the Crafty and Diſhoneſt, do not alway 8 g0 rogerher, Gocd 4 


Men when engag d with Bad, are in our Saviour's Language, like Sheep 


. che midſt of Wolves ; but few of them are able upon this occaſion to 
follow our Saviour's advice of being wiſe. as Serpents, and karmleſs as - 


Doves, And as for want of this neceſſary Wiſdom they are too often 
over · reacht by thoſe who are well vers'd in all the Arts of Deluſion, fo 
are they frequently betray d into the ſame fatal miſtakes by a miſplac'd 
Charity; which doth indeed of it {elf diſpoſe them ro 1hink no evil, to 


believe ail things, to hope all things, bat is never obſerv'd to operate ſo 


ſtrongly, even on good Men, as when they are to paſs a Judgment upon 
che Actions of thoſe, with whom they are engag'd in one common Cauſe. 
For the Appellations of Honeſt, Worthy, Well-principled, do in the lan- 


uage of thoſe who moſt uſe them, generally fignifics no more than that 
the Perſons thus ſtil'd and diſtinguiſh'd do in the Political opinions they 
maintain, and the Civil Intereſts they eſpouſe, intirely agree with thole 


who thus denominate them; So evident is it that a much leſs degree of 
Charity is neceſſary to make Men believe and hope well of- their own 
party, than is requiſite to make them equally diſpos d to judge favourably 


of others. An hearty Affection therefore to a Cauſe will go a gieat way | 


towards miſleading even the beſt Men in their Opinions concerning thoſe 
who joyn with them in the ſervice of it: for fo far as any are well wiſh-_ 
ers to this Cauſe, they are adjudged of courſe to be truly Good: Men; 


« 


and if after this, there be any thing doabrful in their Carriage, it will 


be Conſtrued in the bett Senſe for the fake of that one Quality . which is 
lookt upon to be without doubt worthy of Praiſe. Wicked Men will take 
all poſſible care to hide their fauits from the Perſonal knowledge thoſe 
good Men, by whom if they were better known they would be leſs tru- 
ſted; the Notice whereof of theſe faults muſt come to them from the 
teſtimony of others ; which muſt be very ſtrong and convincing to per- 
ſuade Men of what they have no mind to be perſwaded. Now whilſt Good 
and well-meaning Men are under ſuch ſtrong prepoſſeſſions to think well 
of their own Party; whillt all. care poſſibly is taken to keep them in the 
Dark, and whilit they are willing enough to ſhut their Eyes againſt the 


| Light, if ever it ſhould break in upon them, can it reaſonably be expect- 


eh that thoſe who are reſolv'd to judge ſo favourably of the Perſons with 
whom they are linkt, ſhould be over ſuſpicious of their Deſigns? it is not 
much rather to be fear'd, that for want of a juſt ſuſpicion they ſhould be 
unwillingly ſubſervient to them? Now when good Men for lack of ſuffici- 


ent fore ſight have unawares made thoſe ſteps, which when they give thent< 


ſelves leave to refſect upon, they cannot but think were falſe ones, tho' they 
may perhaps have now and then a faint Inclination to go back, they will 


find it very difficult to come to a ſteady reſolution of retrcatiog :For in ſuch - 


a caſe to recede is to confeſs that they were in the wrong; which is a great 
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Craft perſuaded them to go one mile, they will by force compel them d 


 - preſent Friends, they would have no great reaſon to hope for a hearty xe 


Zins of Men cooperate to the bringing about his Righteous purpoſes if 


thoſe wicked Perſons, whom he employs in his Work; and he is fur h- 


not atrain unto it, Neither is their Sanctity ſo inviolable, as to be proof M*.© 


ter degree of mortification than . 2 beſt Men can readily; ſubmit d 
Thoſe wicked Perſons who have by falſe and Specious pretences prevail 
upon them to go ſo far, will tright them from all thoughts of a rere: 
by the odious Names of Apoſtate and Deſerter; and thus having 


go twain. And. they are now under the ſtronger inducements to proceell 
becauſe by this Confederacy with Evil Men they have juſtly forfeited rheif. 
Reputation with the Good; ſo that ſhould they be dispos'd to leave theij 


ecption from thoſe, whom they have been at ſo much pains to-make-rheit 
Enemies. Having therefore no encouragement to expect good quarte! 
from the oppoſite ſide, they are neceſſarily determinꝰd to ſtay where the) 
are; nor are they here any longer welcome, than they are uſeful ; and 
mult therefore hope for Protection, upon no other terms then an unfhai 
ken fidelity to the Cauſe, When they were at firſt entred into it, they 
might be allow d to judge for themſelves; but being now engag d beyon 
retreat, they mult be intirely under the direction of their Leaders. Hh 
they were young they girded themſelves, and walkt whit her they would 
but now they are old, they ſtretch forth their hands, and another giv, 
them, and carries them whither they would not, Thus are Good Men 
whilit they act in conjunction with Men ef an oppoſite Character, carri. 
ed on ſtep by ſtep ro thoſe Extremes, which at their firſt ſetting out they 
could not have thought it poſſible tor them ever to have arriv'd at. It was © 
their own power at firſt whether they would at all unite themſelves to the 
Aſſemblies of the Wicked; but when they are once got into the Circle, 
they are ſo far enchanted, that they cannot find their way out again: They 
might perhaps be ſo credulous as to hope that the Wicked, with whom 
they are join'd, might be made ſubſervient to their good purpoſes; but 
their Experience will in the Iſſue teach them what they might have learnt 
at a cheaper rate; that Good Men who have too little Knowledge of the 
World, are very proper tools for Bad Men of greater reachto work with, 
The moſt profligate Perſons may indeed be made the unwilling Inſtruments 
of great Good to the World; but it ſhould ſeem to be the peculiar Prero- 
gative of the Almighty to make this right uſe of them. God's Holineſs is 
indefectible, and can therefore receive no taint from his making even j 


is a Being of infinite Wiſdom, who ſeeth thro* rhe moſt hidden deſigh 
ed wich infinite Power to check them at his pleaſure, and ſo to bend and 
turn them, as that they may do his Work, whilit they think they are do- 
ing their own, But ſuch a management of Evil Men to good purpoſes 
as this, is too difficult for the belt of Mortals; it is above them, they can- 


againſt infection; nor their knowledge ſo infallible, as to ſecure them from Þ 


being impos'd upon ; nor their power ſo uncontrou lable, that they ſhould 5 
de in no danger of being over-ruPd. Great is the Contagion of Vice, and 7 


Good Men cannot be too careful to keep out of the reach of it: He that 
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hoch, ſaith the Wiſeman, ſhnl be defiled ARES: 8 is hs frailey 


er, it ſhall be broken. 


ing, and verify'd by Experience, is plain trom the Progreſs of that Re- 


oſe who took councel together againſt the Lords Anointed. have foreſcen 


dat Winds and Storms were thenceforth gathering; Could they have 


uriſhing Kingdom and the Overthrow of a truly Primitive and Apoſto- 
al Church; Could they have been then convinc'd, That the Meaſures 
y ttook would neceſſarily end in the total loſs of their Civill Rights; 
at the entire Frame of the Government would be ſhatter'd, and broken 
pieces, and that the Wiſe and Wholſom Conſtitution of Parkaments 
uld be effectually deſtroy' d; Could they have fore-known that their 


inted upon themſelves; and that inſtead of a Lawfu} Prince governing 


feel, and from which nothing but the Conduct of a Valiant Prince, the 
dom a truly Eugliſh Parliament, and the Providence of a Gracious God 


s and Miſeries which were to uſher in, to accompany, and to follow an In- 
ine War; Such a frightful Scene as this would have ſcar'd all, who were 
t deſperately wicked, from having any ſhare in beginning thoſe troubles, 

which they could lee no end. But thoſe Maſter-workmen, who laid the 


parted to them by degrees, and according as they were to bear it. To have 
d them at firſt, that they were oppreſt, and that they could not do them. 
ves and their Country-juſtice without murdering the Tyrant, who, op- 
eſsd em, would have been too harſh a Doctrine, and not ca! ly digeſted: 

d make it therefore leſs diſtaſtful, and more likely to be Teceiv'd, it was 


oſe, who were told and periwaded that they 
nces: had they ſtopt there and been decent in their Addreſſes of this Kir d, 


Conſtitution might thus far had Juſtify'd them: but Petite ſoon pay'd 
the 


om the beginning all the fatal Conſequences, which were ſucceſſively haſt- 
g on; Could they when they eſpy d as it were 4 little Cloud ariſing 
; of the Sea, like a. Man's hand, have from ti:at time prognoſlicated, | 


oggle for Liberty would in the event make them abſolute Slaves; that 
Weapons which they put into the hands of Mercenary Men, would be - 


h a Paternal Affection, Tyrants ſhould ſet themſelves over them, whe 
ld chaſtiſe them with Scorpions; Could they have preſag'd, whar a long! 
in of evils they would entail upon their Peſterity; evils, which we at this 


Vertue,and Good · men cannot be too caurious how they expole it ro the 
aults of the wicked, For as the fame Wiſeman obſerves, How agree the 
tile and the Earthen: pot together? If the one be ſmitten Sau rhe” 
That what has been ſaid concerning the great danger of being carry d | 
to the worſt deſigns of wicked Men, by roo cloſe a Combination with - 
em, is not an empty Speculation, but grounded in the Nature of the 


lion, which at laſt ended in the conſummate Villainy of this Day. Could 


en in at one view the Confuſions of a long War, the Deſolation of a 


1 reſcue us; Could they, in a word,bave had a clcar proſpect of all thoſe 


U 


Dundation of all theſe miſchiefs, were too wiſe to let their Under - labourers ä 
o the knowledge of the whole Scheme: This was a ſccret proper to be 


pedient that it ſhould be 7 precept after precept, line after line, here 
Wr:tle, and there a little. | 
Fre oppreſt, were cafily wrought upon to petition for a Redrefs of Grie- 


| lence to another, is not wholly impoſſible to be accounted for.. 


an Union of Good and Well-meaning Men with Perſons of ill Principles a 
Characters, both from the Reaſon of the thing, and from the remarkable 


ho We enter into too near a Fellowſhip with auy ſort of Evil-doers; in 


muſt believe in our Hearts, That the Murder This Day committed was 
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the way to Remonfirances,and Remonſtrances to Tumult: When they þ 

in{ujred their Sovereign in his Palace, they were leſs ſcrupulqus of taking 

Arms againſt Him in the Field; to treat Him as a captive whom they 
overcome in War, and to ſeize upon the ſpoil, was with them only to ex 
. ciſe the right of Conqueſt: After they had dethroned their Prince, to p 
Sentence upon Him, and to condemn and execute Him as a common M. 
factor, was a larger ſtep indeed than any of the former, and which f;w the 
fore, oven of thoſe who had gone on undauntedly thus far,could be prevai 
upon to make, bur which after ſuch a Progreſs from one degree of In 


\ 


Thus have I endeavour d to repreſent the fatal Conſequences of too ſt 


ſtance, which the Sin of this Day affords us; and God grant tha+ neit 
our State, nor our Church, may ever in this Age, or in thoſe ro come, fe 
the Miſchief of ſuch an unhapy Conjunction. May We be nicely ſcrupulc 


We be in a more eſpecial manner caurious, how We joyn Our-ſelves wi 
Perſons of ſuch Principles and Practiſes, as the Patriarch of my Text d 
reſted and curs*d in histwo degenerate Sons, Simeon and Levi. 

We have here in the preſence of GOD humbly and deyoutlyſimplor'd il 
Mercy, That the guilt of that Sacred and Innocent Blood, which was 
upon this Day ſhed, may not at any time be viſited uſon Us, or our Peſ 
rity, Now if We have not offer'd unto GO O the Sacrifice of Fools, if V 
have not been guilry of the groſſeſt Hypocriſy and Prevarication, 
muſt in our Gonſcicnces Le thoroughly perſwaded of the Piety and Ini 
cency of the Royal Martyr: What We have confeſt with our Mouths, V 


Sin Abominable in the Sight of GOD, and which ought to be abhorr'd} 
all good Men. And undoubredly, whilft there ſhall be any Diſtinction ke 
up amongſt Us between Right and Wrong, Order and Confuſion, Gove 
ment and Anarchy; Whilſt ro do wel and ſuffer patiently for well-de 
ſhall be eſteem'd praiſe-worthy; and to perſecute the Righteous, , and ſil 
the Innocent (hall be a Character of Reproach; Whilſt (Gal. 22) Lo 
Peace; Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekngſs, and Tet 
perance, ſhall be number d amougſt the Fruits of the Spirit; and (GA 
20.) Hatred, Variance, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyin 
Murders, and ſuch like (hall ſtand in that black Catalogue which St. Pa 
has given Us of Capital and Namnable Sins ; ſo long the Memory of th 
Righteous Prince ſpall be bleſſed, aud the Name of his Wicked Deſtroye 
ſhall A : | NS OY ? ; 24 
And Bleſſed, I doubt not, is He who was perſecuted for Righteouſn 
Sake, for His is the Kingdom of Heaven: Cruged ſhall be the Memory d 
Thoſe who took a Reward to ſlay an Innocent Perſon; and all the Peop 
foall ſay, Amen. | 7 "irs - ©0211 
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